
  Wah-hoo! it was wonderful! 

 The tenderfoot became a bucka-

roo for God in one short week.  

 This was the fifth VBS I have 

witnessed in this church and I be-

lieve it was the most successful. 

These children were ready for the 

Word of God and they got it from 

every angle.  

 The ministers (volunteers) went 

above and beyond for the ministry 

God placed on their hearts. Even 

tired, they rallied to bring the mes-

sage home. Thank You. Thank 

You. Thank You. Everyone keeps 

saying what a wonderful job I've 

done. Shucks, Miss Kitty, it wasn't 

me. It was Jesus and all the people 

he called upon. The Avalanche 

Ranch program appealed to the 

children more than I believed it 

would.                 

 Cowboys were a part of our gen-

eration, these children really had 

never experienced it like we have. 

Between the music, decorations, the 

enthusiasm of the ministers and 

crew leaders, not to mention the 

program itself, it came alive. Even      

      

Clouds and sunshine highlight the birthday  
celebration /dedication on Davidõs Playground. 
Balloons sail high as tribute is paid to those being 
remembered as treasures in heaven.  

 
Happy tears and sad  
tears flow freely as 
Jen and Pastor are 
overwhelmed with the 
significance of this              
memorial event.  

ôWah-hooõ for VBS Avalanche Ranch, From Daytime to Hoedown 
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 Today 
Purpose: 

  To build a warm and welcoming 
church family where the wounded, 
weary and wondering are becoming 

transformed followers  
of Jesus Christ. 
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ðContinued on Page 5 

 Colorful bubbles and balloons 

swirled around to give the occasion 

a holiday-like excitement. 

 And it was. A birthday celebra-

tion for Dave Ritchie, who would 

have been 46 years old on Sunday, 

July 22.  

 A special gift in tribute to him 

brought a solemn noteða play-

ground dedicated to him and all the 

members of the congregation who 

had passed away in the last few 

years. It was a happy yet sad me-

morial. 

 Gathering around with helium-

filled balloons and bubbles, the 

crowd watched as they let the bal-

loons go and bubbles flew heaven-

ward while Pastor Debbie led the 

dedication ceremonies.  

 She read the Scriptures from 

Mark 10 and recounted the story of 

Jesus and the little children.    then, 

As the screen said, ôBe glad in it.õ and  

their enthusiasm proves they are.  

ðContinued on Page  12 
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   I 
am no farmer. You can take 

the girl out of Jersey, but 

Lord, have mercy é you can-

not take the Jersey out of the girl. 

Therefore:  I am no farmer. Many of 

you know that even my idea of true 

ñhuntingò comes the day after 

Thanksgiving 

around 5:30 a.m. 

when the first 

retail store is 

opened before the 

break of dawné

ahhhh, door 

buster sales é 

now thatôs real 

hunting.   

 So let us review é no hunter é 

no farmer. Are you with me? Well, 

then you can imagine my surprise 

when I realized that to be a good and 

faithful Christian, Jesus is calling me 

to both farm AND hunt. A farmer 

and a hunterðitôs in the Bible, folks, 

and, boy, am I in trouble! This must 

be where grace enters, right? I sure 

hope so. 

 So, you may be thinking, ñOkay, 

Pastor Deb, I must have missed that 

all-famous óhuntingô passage in the 

Bible. Can you enlighten me?ò 

  I was hoping you would ask. 

Turn to John 15 and the story of the 

vine and the branches. Here we find 

a very specific mandate from Jesus 

that we hunt for ways to be close to 

Him everydayðso close that we are 

at home with Him. This theme of 

hunting for ways to be close to Jesus 

is all over the Scriptures: Jeremiah 

29:13, 2 Chronicles 7:14, Proverbs 

3:6, Isaiah 55:6, Hosea 10:12, Zepha-

niah 2:3, Matthew 6:33, Hebrews 

11:6éall give our ñhunting ordersò 

and these are just to name a few. 

Hunt for them in your Bible this 

week and savor each one as you dili-

gently seek out the Lord. Hunters for 

Jesus, braving the wilderness of life 

and seeking the One who desires to 

make Himself at home in your heart. 

Are you a hunter? 

 And beyond being a hunter, we 

are called to be farmers, too. Iôm in 

real trouble hereðmy mom is the 

true planter, gardener, farmerðI kill 

things. I always say sheôs good with 

plants, I specialize in people. Stick to 

what youôre good at and nobody gets 

hurt, right? Then Jesus calls me to be 

a farmer for Him. Ugh! Back to John 

15 and that vine and branch story é 

ñWhen you produce much fruit, you 

are my true disciples. This brings 

great glory to my Father.ò Jesus 

commands it é farming. Howôs your 

crop these days? Do you have an 

abundant crop of plump patience or 

kindness? How about some succulent 

self-control? Anyone for some juicy 

joy or fresh faithfulness? Calling all 

farmersðthe Master Gardener is 

coming for a crop inspectionðare 

you bearing much fruit these days?   

 Hunting and farming, farming and 

hunting é no matter how you look 

at it, these two biblical mandates add 

up to one thing é DISCIPLESHIP. 

Jesusô final words sum it all up, ñGo 

make of ALL disciples 

é.ò (Matthew 28:19). How impor-

tant are someoneôs last words? The 

final words any loved one shares 

with you are critically important, and 

we find Jesus calling us to be a true 

disciple by making true disciples. 

And beloved, it takes one to make 

one.   

 So how 

is your hunting? 

Where and when 

in your life are 

you seeking to 

know Jesus more 

and learn His 

Word to you 

even better? And 

how is your farming? Where in your 

life are you bearing much fruit and 

how much? This hunting and farm-

ing must be intentional and planned. 

To my knowledge, no hunters actu-

ally find their prize nor any farmers 

enjoy their crop without the hard 

work and planning to enjoy the re-

ward of their labor. Today is the day. 

Plan to join a small group this fall or 

attend Koinonia Café and take your 

rightful place as a disciple. I was no 

farmer, and I was definitely no 

hunter, so if God can set this Jersey 

girl straight, He can do it for you, 

too.   

ðPastor Debbie, hunter and farmer 

in training! 

Pastorõs Pen : Hunters and Farmers We All Shall Be!  

DISCIPLESHIP OPPORTUNITIES! 

 Let the hunting begin! Be watching 

this month for the start of two exciting 

ministries for those who desire to be 

true disciples of Jesus: 

 KOINONIA 101:  Fall classes are 

about to begin at Koinonia University. 

Join a class that suits your discipleship 

needs. Registration will be held this 

August and classes will begin before 

the monthôs end. Keep an eye on the 

bulletin and get those #2 pencils ready 

because Koinonia 101 is coming your 

way! 

 SMALL GROUP du JOUR:  Any-

body hungry? Time to feed that spiri-

tual appetite for fellowship, disciple-

ship, accountability and outreach by 

sinking your teeth into a scrumptious 

small group. With a little something 

for everyone, Small Group du Jour 

menus will be distributed this month 

and we will begin meeting in every-

oneôs homes shortly afterwards. Join 

us to ñtaste and see that the Lord is 

goodò with Small Group du Jourðitôs 

sure to be a soup-er time of learning 

and fun! 

 I am personally challenging 

EVERY church member and regular 

attendee of our church to commit to 

personal discipleship by either joining 

a small group or attending the Koino-

nia Caf® on Sunday mornings. Letôs 

make every effort to obey our Lordôs 

Word and make that commitment to-

day in your heart to ñhunt and farmò 

for Jesus in our lives of discipleship. 

é By His grace alone  
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 P 
art of the inspiration for  
a new series of stories 
comes from Judy Lindsey, 

who believes everyone should sit in 
a different pew every Sunday. If 
only everyone would cooperate. 
 To her, the only way to meet con-
gregants is to mingle. In place of 
playing ñmusical pews,ò RMCUMC 
Today will ñintroduceò someone 
from the congregation each month 
to help everyone become better ac-
quainted. 
 Because her artistic talent was on 
display during VBS, Judy is, appro-
priately, the first to be featured. She 
had a big hand in carrying out the 
plans Diane Beuthe, director of chil-
drenôs ministry, had in mind.  
 Judy has been involved in all 
kinds of church decorating, as well 
as the childrenôs ministry since she 
came to the church eight years ago. 
A regular at the childrenôs activities, 
she is a dependable and very much 
needed helping handðespecially at 
the recent vacation Bible school. As 
Diane, said, ñI couldnôt have done it 
without heré.I just couldnôt have 
done it without her.ò 
 Her love for the children shows. 
Whether it is face painting or guid-
ing a hand in an art project, it is with 
a true dedication to the children. 
 They really tug at her heart. She 
mentioned one little boy who told 
her his mama didnôt want him any-
more. ñI said, óWell, honey, Iôll be 
your mama,ôò she remembers. And 
she makes sure he knows he is loved 
here at the church. 
 She has one daughter, Mary Beth, 
who is a nurse, and six grandchil-
dren, who live in Richmond, Va., 
where Judy lived for a number of 
years. Born in Ohio, she started out 
in the Church of God and has al-
ways attended church. There isnôt a 
hymn thatôs selected for service that  
she doesnôt know. 
 Telling about herself, Judy con-
fessed, ñI feel Iôve lived three differ-

ent 

lives.ò  
 The first was attending Marshall 
University in Huntington, W.Va., 
meeting her first husband, and mar-
rying. She dropped out of school, 
had a child, and worked to put her 
husband through dental school. Un-
fortunately, that marriage ended and 
suddenly Judy was on her own. 
 ñIt was rough. I was a single par-
ent for 10 years,ò she said. Then she 
married again, but this time her hus-
band developed an illness and she 
took care of him, but after five years 
of marriage, he passed away. 
 She noted, ñThere I was again. I 
was 40 years old, starting from 
scratch. Times were very hard.ò 
 But she landed a job as a corpo-
rate accountant with a major insur-
ance company, a position she held 
for 20 years. 
 ñI have no love for corporate 
America. I received lots of awards 
and citations, but no money. But I 
worked and went back to school,ò 
she said. It took 10 years to earn 
degrees in business, accounting, and 
liberal arts. 
 Her ñthird lifeò began when she 
quit the job and tried to teach herself 
to paint, working at it until she could 
figure out how it was done. She 
laughs when she remembers that her 
first painting took from New Yearôs 
to July 4 to finish. Then she started 
taking art lessons and teaching sen-

ior citizens to paint. ñPeople say 
they canôt paint. Anyone can paintð
all they have to do is just follow di-
rections.ò 
 As often as she could, she took 
art classes, each time paying up to 
$150 a day. But she loved it and 
took as many courses as possible 
and enjoyed the teachings of well-
known artists. She wishes there were 
continuing education classes avail- 
able locally.  
    She hasnôt painted for about a 
year. However, she plans to start up 
again. In the meantime, her paint-
ings cover the walls of her home, 
and itôs easy to see how she won a 
first place at the Virginia State Fair.  
    Judy moved to Florida after visit-
ing former co-workers living in the 
area. They convinced her she should 
come to Florida, and she did after 
finding the Ridge Manor Camp-
grounds. During this third period of 
her life, she was married briefly, but 
is again on her own. 
    She happily fills her time visiting 
her daughter, grandchildren and 
other relatives up north, and when 
home she spends lots of time at 
church, where she is a key leader on 
the churchôs disaster response team. 
Some of her artwork brightens a 
Sunday school room where Noah 
and the ark prepare to embark. Then, 
too, she paints colorful flower pots 
to sell at church functions to raise 
money for the childrenôs programs.  
    And, she has a new addition in 
her life. A poodle named Louis. 
Maybe this starts period four in the 
life of this artistic woman. He will 
help fill the void left when the chil-
dren finished VBS. She hated Bible 
school to end.  
    But, hey, thereôs always Sunday 

school and the important Wednes-

day FBI, where she becomes some-

oneôs mama, for someone who 

really needs her.  

Know Your Neighbor  

               Judy Leads Way With Artistic Talent  

Judy and Louis  
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 T 
he theme for this year's 

conference was From 

Generation to Generation, 

which reflected the corporate 

church's focus to reach people of all 

generations. When we look around 

our sanctuary we see those from 

about four of generations. United 

Methodists want to reach the 

younger generations and here at 

Ridge Manor, WE ARE! Especially 

Diane Beuthe and her many 

"cohorts"! But the United Methodist 

Church, worldwide, finds the largest 

percentage of attendees to be 45 and 

older! Where are our youth? 

 Three young teenagers spoke and 

pleaded with the adult generation to 

quit handing out a soft religion, a 

relationship with Christ in word 

only! Where are the Jesus-like ac-

tions? "Please tell it like it isð-then 

walk the walk you love to talk! We 

want boundaries! We want to be 

held accountable for our choices, 

attitudes, and actions. We want dis-

cipline! We feel safe with fences 

around us! We want life in black and 

white because the gray areas are too 

frightening! Remember, adults, we 

young people will make it without 

you, but the church will never make 

it without young people!" WOW'! 

Quite an indictment! Pam and I were 

very impressed with their youthful 

passion for Jesus. 

 The 1700+ attendees voted on the 

delegates that Florida will send to  

both the General and the Southeast-

ern Jurisdictional Conferences. It 

was a long, boring event it took parts 

of three days to complete!  

 Bishop Whitaker presented five 

practices of the Methodist Way, as a 

method of better meeting the 

"reaching all generations" challenge. 

 They are considered core princi-

ples which should be incorporated 

into each local church to ensure it's 

health and vitality. They are 1. Have 

passionate worship servicesðdeeply 

spiritual and emotionally moving.  

2. Practice radical hospitalityðreach 

out to everyone, remembering all are 

made in God's image. 3. Insist on 

intentional disciplining. It doesn't 

JUST HAPPEN! We must offer and 

encourage discipleship through 

prayer, devotion, Bible studies, and 

small groups. Get involved in know-

ing the One who died for you! 4. 

Become a servant! Share Christ's 

love. Be the salt of the earth, a light 

to the world. 5. Be extravagant giv-

ers. Remember we cannot out love 

the Lord and neither can we out 

GIVE Him. 

 The conference renewed its com-

mitment to Angola, Africa, Cuba, 

and to needs of Florida's childrenð

three fourths who live below the 

poverty line. Two missionary cou-

ples enroute to Angola were intro-

duced. 

 Some vital but not too interesting 

statistics follow: 1. The Florida con-

ference declined one percent this 

past year in attendance, membership, 

and professions of faith. 2. Nine new 

churches were launched in '06 with a 

goal of 23 before the '08 conference.  

                                                      

Ten have been started already! 3. 

Financially, the conference ended in 

the black in spite of increased insur-

ance premiums. 4. A budget de-

crease 6.15% for the next year was 

approved. 5. Forty-six people were 

licensed, commissioned and or-

dained. 6. Several churches merged 

and several closed. Thank you all for 

allowing us the privilege of repre-

senting you, the best congregation in 

all the world!  

            ðSam and Pam Blomberg 

Church Seeks to Attract All Ages  

Depressing? No, not really. Anna  

Stilson good -naturedly holds up signs 

that help narrator Sam Blomberg tell 

the conference story. Pam Blomberg 

handled off each one, and the congre-

gation had to laugh when there was an 

occasional mix-up. 

Sam and Pam Blomberg represented 
the church at the recent church 

conference in Lakeland. They presented 
their report with colorful  graphics 

LIVELY GOSPEL MUSIC  
Starting with lots of humor 
and foot -tapping music to get 
everyone òmoving,ó recording 
artist Jeff Shadowens enter-
tains at the July 1 Sunday ser-
vice and the BBQ celebration 
of July 4 that followed. His 
artistry is in tune with the 
holiday spirit and his audiences 
energized with his vigorous 
performance.  


