
 

 Beginning Feb. 10, at 9 a.m., the 
Koinonia class will spend 10 weeks 
studying the last week of Jesusô life, 
his death and resurrection and the 
Holy Spiritôs visit on Pentecost.                                                        
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Koinonia is for everyone and 
meets Sundays at 8:30 a.m. for break-
fast followed by study at 9 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.   
 The DVD, ñThe Death and Res-
urrection of the Messiah,ò was filmed 
on location in Israel by Focus on the 
Family Films. A unique video series, 
it brings Godôs Word to life with as-
tounding relevance. By weaving to-
gether the Bibleôs fascinating histori-
cal, cultural, religious, and geographi-
cal contexts, teacher and historian 
Ray Vander Laan reveals keen in-
sights into Scriptureôs significance for 
modern believers. 
 Last year, the Small Group that 
meets at Martha Endressô home did 
this study and all agreed it is so won-
derful that they wanted Koinonia to 
use it this year.  Itôs a must for every-
one prior to Palm Sunday and Easter 
Season. See you there! 
                   ð Joanne Ritz a leader 
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Purpose: 
  To build a warm and welcoming church 

family where the wounded, weary and 
wondering are becoming transformed 

followers of Jesus Christ. 

...while Noah and Victoria McCarty  
and Judy Lindsey could be singing 
ôThere is sunshine in my soulõ as they 

bask in the bright Florida  
Sunday morning sunshine on the 

church playground.  

Wisconsins Judy and 
Gene Hawkinson could 
be singing ôThe weather 
outside is frightfuléõ 

 

THE SNOWBIRDS  
 REMIND US WHY 

THEY ARE 
SNOWBIRDS.  
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Unique Video Brings Godõs Word to Life With Relevance 

 When we did our charge con-
ference this year, it was like a light 
bulb moment for me when Pastor 
Debbie Mak showed surprise that 
we had listed our leadership just 
like the conference lists it. 
  Pastor Mak, who was helping 
us with charge conference, indi-
cated many churches change those 
lists all around, reporting and set-
ting up their leadership in whatever 
way best serves their individual 
church. 
  Well, we were already set up 
and operating as she had said but to 
my knowledge had never reported 
it that way at conference or even to 
the congregation. 
  Frankly, at this crucial time of 
year when we budget our finances 
and dream and plan about our  
 

 
priorities in ministry in 2008 ð  
basically plan how we want to 
spend our time, our resources and 
our talents for God this year,  
I didnôt really feel that we had a 
guidepost ð  or a framework, to 
help in that important process.  
 Pastor Debbie Makôs comments 
woke me up. Sometimes, you can 
go on for years doing the  same 
thing over and over again,  
          ð Continued on Page 4  

NOW ñ Nurture, Outreach, Witness  

Lori Cunningham presents 

RMCUMC leadership presently 

in place and points out need for 

others to accept leadership roles. 

 The ladies, in this instance, are 
going with Pastor Debbie, who is 
playing the Pied Pieper and almost all 
the women who attend the church are 
dancing along behind her. 

     They are headed for Lees-
burg for the Womenôs Re-
treat, where Pastor Debbie 
will be the main speaker for 

three days,  Feb.1- 3.   
 Pastor Debbie previously served 
as keynote speaker and received 
overwhelming praise from women all 
over the state. 

Where Are All the Ladies Going?  

No Wonder the RMCUM Church Pews Are Overflowing!  

Today 
RMCUMC 

   Photo contributors: Virginia Arnold,  
  Judy  Lindsey, Gene  and  Judy 
Hawkinson,  Maggie Cunningham 
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 All our lives, we have been on a treasure hunt... search-

ing for the perfect person, the perfect home and the perfect 

life.  Thankfully ð  in Jesus ð  we do have the perfect 

person and, in heaven, we have found the perfect home, 

and, in Jesus, we can live the most abundant life as well.   

 Why then do our lives seem to lack contentment and 

joy?  Why does it often seem that some other treasure is 

eluding us?  What could it be? 

 Jesus suggests that this missing link may be a lifestyle 

of JOYFUL GIVING.  So many pastors and churches try 

to motivate people into giving out of guilt, but that is so 

contrary to why we should give.  Instead we could have the 

same joy as the man in Matthew 13:44é. 

ñThe kingdom of heaven is like treasure  

in a field.  When a man found it, he hid it 

  again, and then in his joy, went and sold  

all he had and bought that field.ò 

 This shows a man willing to be ñsold outò for Jesus 

and he does so joyfully, not out of guilt or obligation.  

There is a freedom and a spirit of joyful celebration that 

should accompany our lifestyle of giving.  In our current 

sermon series, we have been learning that the secret to liv 

ing the blessed life is 

wrapped up in our be-

nevolent lifestyle of giv-

ing to the Lord and His 

kingdom work.  The 

tithe holds the trigger to 

Godôs amazing blessing 

that the Lord is simply 

waiting to release in our 

lives. Isnôt it amazing 

how our joy is wrapped 

up in the very act of being a blessing to someone else?  I 

love the way the Lord works! 

 As we look ahead at all the Lord has in store for each 

of us, for our church and for the lost weôve yet to ñfindò for 

Him, I pray you will join me in joyful abandon and hilari-

ous giving.  Letôs pray for the passion and excitement of 

the man in this passage of Matthewôs gospel.  Who knows 

what ñburied treasureò we might uncover as we live out of 

the joy-springs of our salvation!  You bring the shovel.  I 

have Godôs map! 

 ñYou will find Me when you seek Me with your whole 

heart.ò  ðJeremiah 29:13 

                      ñPastor Debbie 

 Pray for Passion and Excitement As in Matthew  
Pastorõs Pen 

ñA sense of humor is part of the art of leadership, of getting along with people, of getting things done.ò ðEisenhower 

              
 
    The Maker of all human beings is 
recalling all units manufactured, 
regardless of make or year, due to a 
serious defect in the primary and central 

component of the heart. 
 This is due to a malfunction in the original prototype 
units code named Adam and Eve, resulting in the 
reproduction of the same defect in all subsequent units. 
 This defect has been technically termed 
"Subsequential Internal Non-Morality," or more 
commonly known as S.I.N., as it is primarily expressed.  
 Some other symptoms include: 1. Loss of direction,  
2. Foul vocal emissions, 3. Amnesia of origin, 4. Lack of 
peace and joy, 5. Selfish or violent behavior, 6. 
Depression or confusion in the mental component, 7. 
Fearfulness, 8. Idolatry, 9. Rebellion 
 The Manufacturer, who is neither liable nor at fault for 
this defect, is providing factory-authorized repair and 
service free of charge to correct this SIN defect. The 
Repair Technician, Jesus, has most generously offered to 
bear the entire burden of the staggering cost of these 
repairs. There is no additional fee required. The number  

 
  

to call for repair in all areas is: P-R-A-Y-E-R 
 Once connected, please upload your burden of SIN 
through the REPENTANCE procedure. Next, download  
ATONEMENT from the Repair Technician, Jesus, into 
the heart component. No matter how big or small the SIN 
defect is, Jesus will replace it with: 1. Love, 2. Joy,  
3. Peace, 4. Patience, 5. Kindness, 6. Goodness, 7. 
Faithfulness, 8. Gentleness, 9. Self control 
 Please see the operating manual, the B.I.B.L.E. 
(Believers' Instructions Before Leaving Earth) for further 
details on the use of these fixes. 
 WARNING: Continuing to operate the human being 
unit without correction voids any manufacturer 
warranties, exposing the unit to dangers and problems too 
numerous to list and will result in the human unit being 
permanently impounded. 
 For free emergency service, call on Jesus. 
DANGER: The human being units not responding to this 
recall action will have to be scrapped in the furnace. The 
SIN defect will not be permitted to enter Heaven so as to 
prevent contamination of that facility. 
 Thank you for your attention!  (ðAuthor Unknown) 

 RECALL NOTICE  

 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                             3              ñA person reveals his character by nothing so clearly as the joke he resents.ò ðGeorg Christoph Lichtenberg 

Pastor Debbie recognizes Jackie 
Rupert for her volunteer work as 
pianist for church services and 
other occasions. She also is a 
proofreader for the newsletter.  The church youth participate in service.  

ôO Come All Ye Faithfulõ echoes through the sanctuary. The Miller family: Pauline, Bob, Alicia, Bill and Bobby conduct the 
ceremony of the lighting of the Advent Wreath.  

Christmas Eve Service:  
       õGodõs Greatest Gift of Allõ 
 The flickering candlelight and festive flowers 
colored the sanctuary a rich hue that was height-
ened by going from darkness to the light. 
 During the service the Christmas story was read 
by the RMCUMC Youth under the direction of  
Pam Blomberg. The FBI children made up the 
choir, and they put their hearts into doing 
their part. An adult group wholeheartedly 
led the singing of carols. 
  The greatest gift was the message pre-
sented by the pastor, followed by the cele-
bration of Holy Communion. 
 Candles were lit to signify the light 
shining and overcoming the darkness. It 
was a hushed audience that heard the pas-
torôs blessing and benediction. 

 Staff-Parish is truly a committee 
created to serve the pastor, the staff 
and the congregation. 

 This committee is a team within the 
congregation. The members may be 
called to work with the district super-
intendent, the pastor, the church elders 
and lay people. 

 The committee is required to have 
at least five and not more than nine 
members to serve three years. Lay 
members are also on the committee. 
They strive to build bridges between 
the church and the community. 

They are called to embrace Christian 
Discipline, and foremost to follow the 
mission of the United Methodist 
Church and make disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  

   Those in HIS service are Louise 
Gerheauser, Penny Golding, Chris 
Steffens, Timothy Gragg, Halla Scott, 
Marie Locke, Tamara Nations, John 
Pearson, Lynda Ehrman, Pastor Nel-
son, and also lay member (delegate) to 
Annual Conference Sam Blomberg 
and Lay Leader Lori Cunningham.       

 ðLouise Gerheauser, chairperson 

Committee Serves Pastor, Staff, Congregation   
The Need Next Door  
 
I said, ñYes, lord, Iôll go where  
you call me, 
And Iôll do what you want me to do.ò 
But how could I know as I knelt there,  
That heôd ask me to stay  
here with you? 
I thought surely heôd call me to China 
Or to Africaôs far 
away shore. 
I would gladly  
have sailed oôer  
the ocean, 
But he whispered,  
    ñI need you  
       next door.ò 
Itôs the faraway task that seems brightest 
And the grass seems  
more green oôer the way 
But how can he use me afar off, 
If I fail those I meet every day? 
Itôs so easy to look past my neighbor, 
Who has needs only God can supply, 
God forgive me if I, like the Levite, 
Have been passing some  
Suffôring one by. 
               ð Author unknown,  
               contributed by Bob Leach 

    
Jackie Says Thanks  

    I want to say thank you for the 
Christmas gift you so cheerfully gave 
me. I am constantly amazed at how 
good you folks are!  
    The place mats and table run-
ner are "Fruit of the Spirit" which re-
minds me of you and Deb's sermons on 
that subject. After being in church all of 
my  life. I  have never been in a church 

with  people who are so generous and 
willing to help in anything that needs to 
be done. 
   I hope as the church grows, you will 
still be the same willing and warm 
folks. You are special and many of you 
deserve a special gift more than I, but 
thanks for remembering me anyway.  
                 ð Jackie (Rupert) 

(See photo at top. Jackie being honored.) 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/2281.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Georg_Christoph_Lichtenberg/

