
  Our food pantry will soon be get-
ting new sturdy shelving units and a 
fresh coat of paint. 
  Church Council voted this month 
to authorize the approximately $500 
expenditure out of building mainte-
nance and repair funds for fixing up 
our new ministryôs headquarters. 
  Even with the new year looming 
so close, the Council agreed to grant 
the Trusteesô request so that no time 
would be wasted and this worthy 
ministry would have what it needs. 
  A request for an air conditioning 
unit will likely be readdressed in the 
Trustee or Food Pantry budget re-
quests which are due in January. 
  Each of the ministry leaders were 
asked to do some strategic planning 
and present their budget requests for 
2008. We want each leader and each 
committee or group of volunteers to 
believe God for new, fresh opportuni-
ties to serve Him in 2008. These plan-
ning documents will help us chart our 
course for the new year. 
 Pastor Debbie shared some focus 
areas already outlined at charge  

conference: In ñradical 
worship,ò by a year 
from now, she antici-
pates having a second 
service while also en-
hancing our existing 
worship, perhaps with 
skits and other dramatic 
presentations. 
 In ñradical hospital-
ity,ò we plan to insti-
tute the Methodist 
Muggers, a group who 
will stop at the homes 
of first-time visitors with a mug and a 
welcome, Pastor Debbie said. Also, 
under Louise Gerheauserôs leader-
ship, we hope to get a visitation team 
back up and running. Once called the 
Angels in Waiting, these folks would 
visit those in our congregation who 
are ill or unable to be in worship.          
 In ñsalty service,ò we have plans 
to help widows or widowers or others 
who need help around their houses 
with small ñhoney-doôô type tasks. 
These ñhoney do-goodersôô are on tap 
to begin in 2008. Also in the area of 
service, we will continue to work to-
ward a housing solution for our own 
Food Pantry Leader Linda Means, 
Pastor Debbie said.   
  The planning papers and budget 
requests that each of the ministry 
leaders will be preparing will help the 
Finance Committee set the 2008 
budget ï a process to be completed 
next month. Finance Chairperson 
Joanne Ritz shared that we have al-
most reached the end of the calendar 
year and have as yet not used a penny 
of our reserve. That reserve was de-
pleted to the tune of $20,000 or more 
each year for the past several years. 
She said we are only about five per-
cent off our budget target for 2007 

and our total giving has exceeded our 
expenses this year for the first time in 
many years. There is no sizeable ex-
cess and we have many needs for 
2008, she cautioned, but we have 
come a long way. 
 ðLorie Cunningham, lay leader 
and church council chairperson 
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  To build a warm and welcoming church 
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wondering are becoming transformed 

followers of Jesus Christ. 

Council Ends Year Taking Care of Urgent Food Pantry Needs  

Pastor Debbie and Lori Cunningham lead the Council as 
numerous business items come up for discussion and con-
sideration as the old year winds down..  

All you adult city slickers get the 
cobwebs out of your cowboy boots, 
dust off the Stetson and saddle up 
Ole Paint.  

We're off to another adventure at 
Avalanche Ranch, but this time 
someone is at their last round- up. 
Itôs a Murder Mystery, 

Saturday Jan. 26, at 5 p.m. 
Be a ranch guest and 

help the sheriff figure out 
"who done it" as you sit 
around the campfire and 
chow down on some good 
old-fashioned cowboy cookinô. 

Tickets are on sale now. Proceeds 
will go to the Children's Ministry 
Curriculum Fund. For more informa-
tion, or if you would like to help at 
the Chuck Wagon see the Ranch 
Manager Diane Beuthe. 

Sheriff Needs Help  
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  To start off this New Year, I have a confession to 
make.  I have a secret love.  Yes, yes, it is true.  Usually I 
find myself thinking about this love in August or Septem-
ber, but being that it is the start of a ñnewò year, I find my-
self thinking about my love.  Maybe ñloveò is sort of 
strong ð perhaps we could call it a ñchildhood crushò car-
ried over a couple of years into adulthood (uh, like 20 
years!).  And being that I just preached recently on not 
worrying about ñappearancesò or hiding secrets, I thought  
I had better come clean, so here it goes. é  
  I love fresh, new school supplies.  There é I said it!  

Itôs out there!  My secret love is crisp, new office supplies.  

Maybe a song would help (sing to the tune of ñMy Favorite 

Thingsò). é 

Notebooks and pencils with crisp, clean erasers,  

College-lined paper with highlighter chasers, 

White-out and journals with bookmarker stringsé 

These are a few of my favorite things! 

  I know é I know é I need help.  Your pastor is offi-
cially a nerd, but she does have Jesus, so thereôs hope!  He 

gives me restraint when I walk into a Staples or when the 

smell of an Office Depot beckons me.  I can walk by the 
Franklin Covey Store without whimpering now ð itôs pro-

gress, beloved. é itôs progress. 

  So I suppose a fresh, clean New Year gets my heart a-
leapinô for the countless possibilities é sort of like the 

blank pages of a notebook or a journal or a day planner é 

who knows what will transpire!  Anything can happen.  

Masterpieces might be written.  Great works might take 
place.  History may unfold é who knows!  Itôs like open-

ing a new book and being the first one to ñbreak the bind-

ing inò and lay eyes upon the pages.  Itôs like opening to 
the empty calendar, all crisp and white as snow é ready 

for the planning é ahhh, how glorious!  Okay. You may 

not be with me on this, so letôs head another direction. 

  New years, new office supplies, new possibilities got 

me thinking about something Paul once said in his second 

letter to the Corinthians.  ñSo if anyone is in Christénew 
creation!  Everything old has passed away; see, everything 

has become new!ò ð 2 Corinthians 5:17  The original 

Greek reads that way, and I love it!   

  Anyone in Christ?  New creation!  Ever want to be a 

new creation?  Ever yearn to have a fresh start?  Ever 

dream about a clean slate?  Jesus offers one to you in Him.  
Our lives can become like the clean, white journaléready 

for a new story.  Our hearts can become like a crisp new 

calendar, ready for His plan and will for our lives.  Our 

minds can have old thought patterns come under some di-
vine ñwhite-outò and new thought patterns can emerge.  

Our words, our deeds, our intentions, our very lives é new 

creation!  I donôt know about you, but that would make me 
pass by every office supply store known to man!  How 

great is our God?! 

  Hungry for more about newness, give Colossians 3 a 
gander ð the whole chapter oozes of newness and hope-

filled living in Christ.  Or how about Isaiah 43:19 or 

Jeremiah 31:31 é lend an eye to Ezekiel 36:26, Matthew 
9:17 and Revelation 21:5.  Our God is all about newness 

and miracles and fresh, new creations, and YOU are a huge 

part of that plan. 

  So this New Year, I pray for you to be in love, too.  

May you be in love with the One who died to make you 

new, clean and right before God.  This love affair is the 

greatest one ever told, and you play a leading role with 
Jesus. Why not give in to the lover of your soul and let 

Him bring you newness of life this New Year?  Why not 

trade in old guilt and sin for a fresh, clean heart?  Why not 
exchange your tired ways for fresh wind and fresh fire in 

the Holy Spirit? 

  Why not choose newness?  Itôs never too late.  Heôs 
waiting to write a brand new chapter in your life, and I can 

smell the paper as we speak é ahhh! 

ôMy Secret Loveõs No Secret Anymoreõ 
Pastorõs Pen 

           ñI canôt, but God can.ò 

 

 

 At the sound of the tolling midnight bell  

a brand new year will begin. 

 Let's raise our hopes in a confidant toast, 
to the promise it ushers in. 

  

 May your battles be few, your pleasure 
many, your wishes and dreams fulfilled. 

 

 

 

 May your confidence stand in the face  

     of loss and give you the strength to rebuild. 

 
 May peace of heart fill all your days 

      may serenity grace your soul. 

 May tranquil moments bless your life 

      and keep your spirit whole. 

                          ðAuthor Unknown 

New Yearõs Cheer 

ªPastor Debbie 
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 'Twas the week after Christmas 
and all through the town, the ones 
who weren't Christians were feeling 
let down. 
 The stockings weren't hung by the 
chimney anymore and boxes and 
wrappings still covered the floor. 
  The kitchen was covered from 
floor to ceiling with enough dirty 
dishes to set Mother to reeling! 
  The children were whining over 
what they didn't get and rather than 
sharing, they were throwing a fit! 
 The malls were bustling with post 
Christmas shoppers searching for bar-
gains on racks and in hoppers. 

 The sales clerks looked haggard, 
the shoppers looked worse as credit 
cards flew out of wallet and purse. 
  There were no joyful sounds of 
carolers singing and the only bells 
heard were registers ringing. 
 The scene was altogether too grim 
for all those people who didn't know 
Him. 
 If only this unhappy crowd could 
know, that the Spirit of Christmas isn't 
tied with a bow. 
  Or stacked in piles underneath the 
tree, but it is He who lives in you and 
in me. 
 He didnôt start in presents piled up 

up in a sleigh.  He started with just 
being born in the hay. 
 The perfect gift from our Father  
above sent to us sinners to show us 
His love. 
  He came with a promise of hope 
for all men, that even in death, we'll 
have life again. 
 So, the next face you encounter 
that's covered with strife, introduce 
him to Jesus who can change his 
whole life. 
 Teach others that Christmas is a 
daily thing which comes only from 

knowing Jesus, the KING!ñStan 

Kellely  (Contributed by Pam Blomberg) 

   It was a cool December night in 

2006 and Maggie, then age four, and I 

were off on an adventure. We had left 

Jake and Mom relaxing on the couch. 
We were going to Church Street 

Christmas, a stroll in the town of 

Dade City. 
  Each year the homeowners and 

churches along Church Avenue invite 

the town to stroll the historic avenue 

and enjoy the true meaning of Christ-
mas. As we walked along, we came to 

the little First Presbyterian church 

with the Christmas chimes playing 
softly.  

 I asked Maggie, ñDo you want to 

go in?ôô  
 Without hesitating, she said yes.  

 As we entered the church and she  

saw the bright red carpeting, she  

pulled my hand and as I leaned over, 

she said, ñJake would like this. Itôs  
his favorite color.ò 

  We took a seat on the aisle toward 

the back of the chapel. The chapel 

was beautiful and very spiritual with a 
few people seated out of the crowds 

and off the busy sidewalks.  

 I leaned over and whispered to 
Maggie, ñThis is the church where 

your mother and I were married.ôô 

 Her eyes filled with amazement, 
and as we sat there quietly, she leaned 

over and asked, ñDaDa, will you walk 

me down the aisle?ôô 

  There was a lump that came in my  
throat as big as a baseball. As our 

eyes made contact it was all I could  

do to hold back the tears.  
 I said, ñIt will be my pleasure.ôô 

 We eased out into the aisle and 

started to walk so softly and with the  

ease of a new 
bride escorted 

by her father. 

As we kneeled 

at the altar, the 
tears from my 

eyes were drip-

ping on that 
bright red car-

peting. 

  I was thinking  
at that moment that this is another 

blessing the good Lord has given me, 

knowing that regardless of what the 

future holds, He has let me walk my 
daughter down the aisle in His pres-

ence and in my heart forever. 

       
 ð Grady Cunningham, who was 

blessed to become a father of twins, 

Jake and Maggie, in his mid-50s. 

 
POTS OF ôGOLDó 
The artistic volunteers who came together to raise 
money for the childrenõs program by painting and 
selling flower pots were unbelievably successful. 
Judy Lindsey, who was the ringleader for the painted 
pots, commented, òA thank you  to those who sup-
ported our children by purchasing pots. Our proceeds 
of over $1,000 have been a blessing from above. He 
has shown the importance of doing his work with our 
ôlittleó church.õ More pots are available with various 
themes or flower designs, and designs and colors can 
be requested. See Judy to place an order.  Unique flower pot 

Keeping the Christmas Spirit Takes More Than Gifts Under the Tree  

A Fatherõs Heart  ñ and a Blessing That Will Last Forever  

      MAGGIE  

 

 

    What's new  
at FBI (Faithful Bible  

Investigators)? Find out 

Wednesday, Jan. 9, at 

5:30 p.m.  
 Come join the children 

and be a part of the pro-

gram. Itôs always fun!. 

           ñBeware of posing as a profound person; God became a baby.ò ð Oswald Chambers 
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 A Christmas brunch organ-
ized by Pastor Debbie and 
Donna Martucci for the admin-
istrative volunteers, called the  
A-team, included a quiche 
baked by Donna and fruit salad 
created by the pastor.  
 Holiday candles added to the 
specialness of the occasion. 
Gift bags were given to each 
person and a thank you offered 
by the pastor and Donna, who 

has been coordinating the work 
load and schedule. 
 Volunteers, who work half a 
day, are Halla Scott, Jane 
Comer, Pam Blomberg, Sue 
Hughlett, Mary Ellen Cunning-
ham, Joy Register, Bob Beard, 
and Martha Endress. 
 Barbara Green is serving as 
a back up, as needed. New vol-
unteers are always welcome, 
pastor said.   

 Want to get the word out about 
great stuff happening here at church? 
  Please be sure to have any blurbs 
you want in the Sunday worship bul-
letin turned into the church office in 
written form by Wednesday after-
noons. 
  You may email the items also but 
be sure they are emailed early in the 
week ð please no later than Tuesday. 
  If you are involved in a monthly 
event/ministry, you still need to sub-
mit what you want in the bulletin 
each month. 
  Our lively church is bursting with 
activity and all the church ministry 
leaders and volunteers need to help 

with our flow of information. Other-
wise, things get left out. Because 
there are so many things going on, no 
one person can be responsible for re-
membering to highlight each event. 
  So please do not assume that a pro-
gram/event/service/meeting is being 
promoted. Take a few moments to 
write out the information and drop it 
at the office or send an email atten-
tion Donna in the subject line to 
rmcumc@hotmail.com. 
  On a related topic, if you are in-
volved in a ministry event that re-
quires publicity, please remember that 
in order to get an advertisement in the 
Ridge Manor News, a written item 

must be submitted by noon on Mon-
days. If you get such information on 
paper to Donna by the Friday prior to 
the Wednesday Ridge Manor News 
publication date, she can include it 
with the bulletin submission or you 
can run it to the paper Monday morn-
ing yourself. The other daily newspa-
pers will take community news if you 
give them a two-week lead time. 
  Once again, please do not assume 
someone else is handling the publicity 
for an event youôre leading or in-
volved with. Please have someone on 
your committee take care of the pub-
licity. When in doubt, write it out!!!! 
 �² Lori Cunningham, lay leader 

Donna serves the guests starting with Mary Ellen. 
It was a holiday luncheon plus a short meeting to 
discuss the roll of each volunteer.  

A-Team Receives Special Treatment  

Cub Pack 406 and Boy Scouts Busy Camping and Receiving Awards 

Needing to Publicize An Activity? Take On the ôWrite It Outõ Challenge 

 Cub Pack406  meets every Mon-
day night at 7 p.m. Kelli McMillan is 
our Cub Master. Boys age 6 through 
10 are welcome to join in the fun! 
 The pack enjoyed a weekend 
camping trip at Hog Island last 
month. The weather was cold, but a 
campfire, hot chocolate and toasted 
marshmallows warmed them up.  

The boys were awarded the fol-
lowing belt loops at the November 
pack meeting:  Webeloes ð Daniel 
Rosedale received his soccer, Ulti-
mate, bicycling and fishing pins. 
Bears ð Jacob Rosedale and Michael 
Caliendo received their bicycling, 
soccer, fishing, Ultimate belt loops. 
Wolves ð Johanthon Rosedale, Mat-
thew Cook, Parker Knight, Baily 
Dowden received their fishing, Ulti-

mate, collecting and soccer belt 
loops. Tiger Cubs ð Connor Leo-
nard, Trevor Campbell, Dominic 
Horn Jacob Barnes received their 
fishing, biking, soccer, and Ultimate 
awards.  

The pack wishes to thank all of 
you who supported their car wash 
held at McDonald's parking lot. The 
pack made a profit of $543, which 
will help pay expenses for the awards 
given to the boys. You may call the 
Millers at 583-4726 for more infor-
mation. 

Our Boy Scout Troop 406 wishes 
to thank those who so graciously or-
dered popcorn from them. The troop 
sold over $1,000 worth of popcorn 
and made a profit of $300. The troop 
is still collecting aluminum cans and 

wishes to thank all of you who are so 
kind and save your cans for them to 
recycle. A barrel is located outside 
the kitchen door for you to deposit 
your cans.  

The troop enjoyed a great camp-
ing trip in early November, attending 
the Campboree held at Sand Hill 
Scout reservation. The weather was 
perfect. The troop will camp this 
month at River Junction Silver Lake 
Camp ground. The Troop held a 
Court of Honor on Dec. 20, and the 
boys received their badges earned at 
summer camp. The troop meets every 
Thursday night from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Boys ages 11 through 16 are wel-
come to join in the fun! Bob Miller is 
scoutmaster.    �² Pauline Miller, scout 

coordinator 


