
     Awesome! Exciting! 

Transforming! Are you 

ready to watch the youth 

group have a blast this 

summer? It is certainly 

going to be a summer to 

remember.  

 I am "so" thrilled to 

see the youth smile and 

to offer them a safe place 

where they can feel the 

love of Christ. Not only 

will some of this sum-

mer's activities be outra-

geously fun, but more 

importantly, God's re-

freshing and whimsical 

side will draw the young 

people closer to Him. 

 I think of two verses 

that will be crucial to this 

summer's wave. Psalms 

86:17 says, "Give me a 

sign of YOUR good-

ness...ò Psalms 107:9 

says, "For He satisfies 

the thirsty and fills the 

hungry with good 

things." How neat! It is 

so important for the 

teens to see and feel the 

Lord's goodness. This is 

vital. God gives us a 

promise that He satisfies 

those who thirst after 

Him with that goodness. 

He is so awesome! It is 

my desire for the youth 

to catch a   glimpse of 

that goodness that He so 

graciously wants to be-

stow upon them.  

 That goodness will 

come in the unique form 

of wild activities of sheer 

pleasure. These activities 

will open the door and 

usher their hearts into 

thirsting after Him more 

and more. With a desire 

like "that" coming from 

me, the youth director, it 

can't help but haveð  

God's seal of success and 

approval all over it!  
 

 
ðHeather McCarty, new 

youth ministry director 
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 Yôall come! 

 Thatôs the invitation for a big south-

ern barbecue to take place at noon Sun-

day, July 1, for the church 

and community,  in observance 

of Independence Day. 

 Music will be provided by 

Jeff Shadowens.  Tickets are 

$6.50 for adults and $3.50 for children. 

Takeouts will be available. 

 The menu includes barbecue chicken 

cooked and treated with Grady Cun-

ninghamôs famous secret sauce. He, as 

chief cook and coordinator, noted there 

will be baked beans ñmommaôs style,ò 

rice pilaf ñala grandma,ò coleslaw thatôs 

ñtongue- wagging, lip-smacking good,ò 

fresh rolls for dipping in the great 

sauce, real southern fresh-brewed iced 

teaé ñno peachy tea here,ò and home-

made desserts straight from the Method-

ist ladiesô kitchens. 

 For more information, call the church, 

583-3770.  

Heather McCarty  
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 Grady Cunningham, chairperson, 

called the Board of Trusteeôs meeting 

to order. Bill Miller opened the meet-

ing with prayer.  

 Plans for ñDavid's Playgroundò 

were at the top of the agenda at the 

Board of Trustees meeting Thursday, 

June 14.  

 The playground, approved previ-

ously by the Council, will be in  

memory of Pastor Debbieôs friend 

David, who went to be home with his 

Lord and Savior recently. David 

leaves behind his wife Jennifer, and 

young daughter, Jessica. Jennifer do-

nated some of the money for the play-

ground and other memorial money 

will be used.  

 This playground is something that 

is badly needed. Plans include a six-

foot-high fenced-in area, play set, tee-

ter-totter, sand, a smaller play set for 

toddlers, baby swing for infants,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

picnic table and two 

park benches for adults 

to sit on while watching 

children. Mulch will be 

used for the floor area.  

 We hope to have it 

completed by Saturday, 

July 14, in time for our 

Vacation Bible School.  

We plan to have a play-

ground dedication party 

on Sunday, July 22, fol-

lowing the church ser-

vice. This would have 

been David's 46th Birth-

day and is a perfect day 

to honor him. (See invi-

tation below.) 

 Other business in-

cluded the following: new 

light post installed, donated van was 

sold and money was invested into a 

CD marked Van Fund, garbage dis-

posal needs replacement in the parson-

age, new outdoor carpets needed to 

replace the old carpets in front of the 

building and on the side door, getting 

the titles merged for our  

 

 

 

properties (church site and lot next 

door).  

  The next Trustees meeting will be  

Thursday, July 12, at 6 p.m.  

                ðPauline Miller, trustee 

Childrenõs Playground Approved, Moving Forward 

YOUõRE Invited! 

       Itõs a Birthday Bash and Playground Dedication 
 Join us Sunday, July 22, for a 

Celebration of Life Birthday Bash 

and Playground Dedication Party.   

 Following worship, we will en-

joy a birthday party in honor of 

David W. Ritchie who would have 

been 46 years old on this day. We 

will not only celebrate and remember 

Davidôs life but also the lives of each 

person memorialized in the many 

gifts you have given to our new play-

ground.   

 Amidst cake and balloons and a 

true ñpartyò atmosphere, we will give 

God thanks for the lives of all those 

we memorialize this day, and then 

we will join our hearts before God 

and dedicate the new playground to 

the Lord, as we ask His blessing over 

each child and youth who will have 

the joy of playing on it.   

 This will be a very special day 

and we hope you can join us Sunday, 

July 22..  ïPastor Debbie 
Dave and daughter Jessica  

Children will soon be playing on the chosen set.  



2007 Annual Conference Challenges Churches  

 Bishop Timothy Whitaker led 

the 2007 Florida Annual Conference 

in Lakeland this past June 6 - 9 at 

the Lakeland Civic Center. The 

nearly 900 United Methodist 

Churches of our Conference met, 

clergy and lay delegates alike, cen-

tering around the theme of ñFrom 

Generation to Generation.ò   

 We were represented well with 

delegate Sam Blomberg and alter-

nate, Pam Blomberg, who took 

notes, listened to new proposals and 

voted on many matters on our be-

half. Our church was recognized 

among those celebrating anniversa-

ries, and our beautiful banner waved 

proudly in the auditorium, reading: 

ñLook What the Lord has Done!ò  

Our church indeed thanks God for 

such a true and wonderful declara-

tion of His faithfulness to us here at 

Ridge Manor Community UMC.  

 This year, pre-conference classes 

on ñThe Methodist Wayò were of-

fered to lay and clergy. I  attended 

ñExtravagant Generosity,ò which 

outlined characteristics of and strate-

gies for congregations of healthy and 

generous givers.   

 I was pleased to see that our 

church has made amazing strides  

and appears to be heading in the 

right direction toward even better 

stewardship as a church family.  

 Other classes were offered in  

 

 

four other areas: Discipleship, Wor-

ship, Service and Hospitality. These 

are areas we have been seeking to 

live out in even greater excellence at 

our church. Praise the Lord, weôre 

on our way! ðPastor Debbie 

 After much prayer and the shuf-

fling of dates, we believe we have 

arrived at a solid church committee 

meeting schedule for this fall.  

  Since FBI is moving to 

Wednesdays and Youth Group to 

Fridays, we have decided to take 

advantage of the vacant Tuesday to 

schedule our committee meetings.  

 Trustees will now be the second 

Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. 

with Finance still following at 7:15 

p.m. Church Council will then be 

held the next week on the third 

Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.   

 The Sunday meetings were  

proving to be too long and we were  

convicted about ñworkingò on the  

Sabbath.   

 Meetings begin in August with 

time and dates as follows: 

  

 TRUSTEES will meet on Tues-

day, Aug. 14, at 6 p.m. 

 FINANCE  will meet on Tues-

day, Aug. 14 , at 7:15 p.m. 

 CHURCH COUNCIL will meet 

Tuesday, Aug. 21, at 6:30 p.m. 

 We would like to thank all the 

leaders who made these changes 

possible, especially the Beuthes for 

the move of FBI to Wednesdays. 

These changes have enabled us to 

meet everyoneôs needs without hav-

ing to move our Scouts onto one 

night. Great job, everyone! Letôs 

keep up the good collaborative ef-

fort! ïPastor Debbie 

Whoõs on First? Getting With the Game Plané. 

 

PREPARING THE BANNER 

Admiring the work done, Janeen 

Defilippo smoothes the letters on 

the 50th anniversary banner, 

which was needed for the recog-

nition phase of the Methodist 

conference in Lakeland, June 8. 

Designer Lynda Ehrman, and Jane 

Comer, Pam Blomberg, Sue Hugh-

lett, and Janeen teamed up to 

create an impressive banner. Sam 

and Pam Blomberg attended and 

Sam carried it at the ceremony.  
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 ñThe Lord is alive here,ò 

Geoff Rutzen, began. In dif-

ferent churches, he said, you 

would have to carry out 12 

to learn which one died. In 

others, people are dancing 

off the walls.  

 Maybe the mood was set 

with his joking about his 

lack of hair. He noted that 

his dad said, ñYouôre not out 

of style, you are ahead of it.ò  

He added, he had lost his 

hairðbut not because he 

wanted to.  

 Then he turned to his dedicated 

mission: to extend Godôs hand of love 

to troubled men who have turned to 

drugs, crime, alcoholism and other 

negative ways of life.  

 Through his ministry, The Light-

house, in Dade City, has been rescu-

ing these men and, in an 18-month 

program, turning them around. The 

congregation had their word on it. 

Following the introduction as to what 

The Lighthouse is, some of the men 

in attendance told their stories. 

 They were sad stories of men suc-

ceeding and falling down, not able to 

get out of the endless cycle of sin. 

Some were young and others could be 

their fathers. All had a story that 

gripped the heart. 

 A 43-year-old said since he was 

24-years old, he had been in and out 

of prison five or six times. He added 

that God now has his undivided atten-

tion. He learned Bible verses and 

could quote them all night, he said. 

But he admitted that he had fallen 

back into his bad habits so many 

times, lying, cheating, stealing, etc., 

on and on, that he has a fear of being 

away from the helping hands at Light-

house because he knows at this point 

he may not be able to make it on his 

own. 

 Another felt that God led him to 

Lighthouse when his car broke down 

close by. He was overcome with emo-

tion, he said, and he walked up to 

where the men were having a garage 

sale, and he broke down crying and 

sobbing. He found help and is headed 

toward a better life. One man was 

impressed by the number of little chil-

dren coming to the front for 

the ñLittle Churchò thatôs 

held every Sunday. He said 

the church was so blessed to 

have all those little children 

who would grow up knowing 

the Lord loved them.  

 Making a different 

point, one man said he told 

them at Lighthouse that he 

was out of control. But a 

leader asked if he had ever 

smoked pot in front of a cop. 

No, he said. ñSo you arenôt 

out of control. You smoke, 

drink, do what you want. We will 

teach you how to lose control and let 

God change your life.ò  

 The touching stories were capped 

with Pastor Debbie telling about her 

demons and the struggle sheôs had in 

her life. Their being able to relate to 

each other brought the visitors, the 

pastor, and the congregation to tears. 

It was an extremely emotional ser-

vice.  

 Many in the congregation made 

donations to the ministry as they left 

the church. It was announced the fol-

lowing week that the Lighthouse 

Love Offering totaled $2,252.25. The 

attendance was 126 and the offering 

for the church that day exceeded the 

weekly target. 
  

  

Geoff Rutzen, at right of the speaker, watches and listens 

as each man  from the Lighthouse offers his testimony.  

Sharing of Hurts and Hopes Brings Tears, Donations  

  Page 4                                                         Every morning is the dawn of a new error. 

 Extra, Extra read 

all about itð FBI 

moves to Wednesday 

evenings in Septem-

ber.   

 Starting Sept. 5, 

FBI will be held on 

Wednesday so we no longer lose our 

children to soccer and baseball.   

 It will be at the same time, 5:30 

to 7:30 p.m., and we look forward to 

a new season of fellowship with all 

our old friends and the new ones we 

make this summer at VBS. ðDiane 

Beuthe, childrenôs ministry director 

Good NewsñMeeting Day Changed to Wednesday   

WELCOME! 

The  Rev. Karlita Gary 

filled in for Pastor Deb-

bie with a Fatherõs Day 

message that centered 

on love, forgetting the 

past and loving others 

as God loves us. 


