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To build a warm and welcoming
church family where the wounded
weary and wondering are becoming
transformed followers of Jesus Christ.
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and Preparing to Be a Beacon to Our Community
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Vision- Driven Budgeting Exciting and Full of Promise for 2009

Where is God leading uim minis- the direction we feel God is sending ushe year. Look for that exciting presen-
try in 2009? What area of the church Wedve got t o ma katon i the cominglveeksbi | | s
needs tending to or in which ministriesget paid and all the usual functions are  Please be in prayefior our process
is He moving mightily? Howcanwe f unded and cared dmd,f duteadi®sofsousnu;
empower those ministries in this new more than that. We see thisyearasawi | | . AWeo0 are Past
year to ful fild]l Gatheréogporinnity td make a differenceGerheauser, Bill Miller, Linda Sawyer,
Those are the answers the Financé n  p e o pd & &hs livds bf thess Richard Poe, Sue Hughlett, Marie
Team is seeking in our exciting budgetn our church and in the lives of those Locke, Shannon Gaines, Joanne Ritz,
building sessions ongoing right now. who are lost, questioning, seeking, sufGeorge Nelson, Jan Poulton, Sam
Around a couple of tables Jan,3 f er i ng. 't 6s an oBRlgnbergtandn lioti Gunninghanh e pu
our group began the first session dis- poseful and plan our course around oueam leader
::uSdS_ing our ViZS(i)()O%f?/{/Where Godis needs and vision rather than just doing
eading us in - WWe were In consefwhat we did the year before and the .
sus that our job reaches far beyond  year before that_y New Publication Dates %L:;"C
Anumber crunchi ng. Qolbuing buflar. B 3sdighve a Starting this month, oday

ess of sensing Gogifpg prééeniing ouf bBdget iR #few  the newsletter will be published

and allocating available resources t0 f5rmatd as a missiomriented plan for every other month (binonthly).

fund the ministries that will take us in
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Pastor's Pen

Now 7hat Churchis Smokl no

In a previous edition of this
fine publication, | admitted one
of my secret loves to yod can-
dles! Tea lights and votives and_ 4§

do mini str y-lodakers! By e
We areall ministerswho are to take
seriouslythe callof God upon our

lives. Paul beckons us in Ephesians

pillars, oh my! Every shape, 41ATherefore | ¢é b
size, scend | sure do love a a life worthy of your calling, for you
candle. have been called b

Perhaps that is why | love the
front page picture of our church
so much. Dad captured it for us
on Christmas Eve.

All my twinkling, little buddies

given each one of us a special gift
through the genero

NotsomB 0 neither fiz
j u she spécial oneg, keach one,
all 8 youandyouandYOU o

lined up like little soldiers allina  CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE have been gifted by God. No matter
row, ushering people into our whether you have discovered your
church this past f#fAHoly Ni gght).odnot, itistindegdo ba apen,to tHe meva of God, lafy N i
Ron Ritz!) hold of your gifts and start lighting the way for those who

Although | have seen this photo many times before, | loakte stumbling and falling in the darkness of their own lives
at it now with a fresh, new perspective. After preaching ond what an amazing privilege! What an incredible calling!
the priesthood of all believers, this snapshot holdsasacreBnd it began when you were
message that | missed bef omoet hée rad ss ewormobn. |P df &ld rl setvdre et s03 &
a revelation nearly overlooked. handiwork created in Christ Jesus to do good works which
Each candle has a role to play in leading those outsidet@eo d pr epared i n advance for
church to the One within. Each light has its place inillumi- T h atdke dhargé per sonal ity you w
nating the path for those who need to find their way. The IGod knew He needed@aderin you. Thatoft heartand
minous walk is only complete with each candle burning thosegentle wordd or ot hers ¢é God kn.
bright in the places intended for them. How true as well fomerciful healelin you. That ability tanake monegnd see
us as the Body of Christ! where it needs to teecretly distributeéd God knew
fiEverybodyhas been given the meadédf@iresinyod. Eacmgif® a light & to guide oth-
gifts, the gifting ¢é of t heesoHleirway.Spirit for the c¢comm
goodcoordi ng t & wddl, edclband everyg iFungy, | still love candles, only now | can say that my life
one of u® have a part to illumine for the Body and the is dedicated to seeing as many of them lit as possible
world. YOU have a role to play in lighting the way to Jesugieople like you and me, shining brightly in the way God de-
The part you play, the gift you bring, the service you offer signed usWE are the Body of Christ, a beacon on a hill, a
in the Body will help bring those who need a Savior into city lit to give others hope, so | say, Arise! Take the place in
Godds Kingdom, into a s ec uminetd pregaredjustifor yoi | nded Yok, Haibaoaling h ¢
worth and importance! You matter in the Body of Christ, you and they are looking for you in a dark, dark world.
and our illumined path is not complete without the light of Shine! For your light has indeed come.

Christ in YOU shining through your gift. Now where did | put that match?
Gone are the days, hallelujah, @&fPasfornbDabbie hi ng t he mini

The Secret
One day, one friend asked anothel'The Secret is this: | have learned therghe questioner’s first thought was,

"How is it that you are always so is little | can do in my life that will ~ "That's too simple!"But upon reflecting

happy’) You have so much energy, anmake me truly happy | must depend over her OV\{n life she recalled how sh

you never seem to get down." on God to make me happy and to medhought a b_|gg_er house would make her
With her eyes smiling, she said, "I my needs. When a need arises in my happy, butit didn't! She thought a better

know the Secret!" life, | have to trust God to supply ac- Paying jobwould make her happy, but i
"What secret is that?" Cording to HIS riches. | have learned hadn't. When did she realize her greatest

To which she replied, "I'l tell you most of the time | don't need half of ~happiness? Sitting on the floor with he
all about it, but you have to promise What I think | do. He has never let me grandchildren, playing games, eating

to share the Secret with others. down. Since | learned that 'Secret’, | pizza or reading atory, a simple gift
am happy. o from God.d Unknown

2  Four steps to achievement: Plan purposefully. Prepare prayerfully. Proceed positively. Pursue pe@istélidyn A. Wad
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“united ifs

February 26, 19931 believe the After about 15 minutes, the smokemuch I
time was 12:18 p.m. started billowing up the stairwell. Peo-smoke, got

My co-workers were lunchinginthepl e prayed qui et |worse. | t Wt he

and | heard a fibower ® Bben éhwhai g3tieor,
went out, computers shutdownandthe ng r i ght t hen é wermheard
building shook. If you had everbeentd ake back a mil |l iloud t h
the World Trade Center, you knew thatinger, and promising to be a better parices.

the buildings swayed in extreme windyson if you got out alive. Pictures of myThey were
weather, preventing the buildings fromboys flashed through my head, and I telling us to kaTHy, KAREN, JANE
breaking like a tree. The restrooms wevewed to make more time for my hus-i mo v e tdgdiner tRey got out and

do -
& C O U
sali

in the middle of the building, and thereband Barry. and then at 450 saved what had been
you would actually be weaving back During the two and a half hour  lastflash- karenés prized po
and forth. After the first year, you got descent, so many thoughts flooded miights were (See Page 8)
used to it mi nd. I had just gshibinrgag ned my bachel o
This time, however, the building degree in 1990 and had a job | liked at us. Those wonderful fire fighters and
didnét just sway. anttmorsimmaktly, findlly falpparepoliee officers were heading up. Our
silence. We knew we were in trouble. of a group | respected and that made spérits lifted, and we knew we could
I went to the conference room. Wefeel good about myself. make it. A new strength came over me.

just looked at each other, and an unspo- The smoke got worse and my mink  Only seven people perishethat
ken fear caused a panic witidn some- coat, which | once perceived as a costtiay. We all had become brothers and
thing | pray | never feel again. We did-expression of who | was, started gettingsters and took care of each other. It
nét run, we di dn 6dnmymeresktwashdaey mndsumnveas beautiful. | wish people would care
came into the r oobhlersane.dAnanbedr of flightd doer Ivaboutione another like this every single
We felt this might be it. But, again, said | was going to throw it into a hall-day. The world would be such a won-
there was no panic, no screaming, no way. My friends, Jane and Kathy, saidderful place. Be thankful for everything
words. We simply went to our cubiclesabsolutely not, we will help you carry you have. Never take family for
gathered our coats, purses and movedt. My asthma was getting the best of granted. Tell them how much you love
into the corridor. After experiencing me, my legs felt like jello, and my an- them and show it with hugs and sup-
fire drills many times over the years, wides were shaking. After an hour or port.
knew we had to take the stairs. So, wanore, we starting singing songs like | decided to move awayrom New
began our descent of 82 flights of stails Ame r i ca t he Be audeisdy/Mdw,Yorkim19eb.|hal ma z i n
to where we hoped we would see dayGr ac e . 0 dreamed my mom, who died in 1991,
light and our families again. Other people starting praying was sitting in my childhood living
Just writing this, | am breaking out out loud. Several times, we came to aroom, shrouded in a dark veil. She said,
in a sweat and starting to shake. You standstill. Instead of freaking out, we i Get out whil e you
canod6t begin t o knsanedpraying and joking. At edtise | if yoe beliewe in things like this,
think you might be walking to your  was there panic or pushing/shoving. VW®u can understand how powerful that
death. Your gut says getout quickly, hel d hands, we h umgeysagk wasaome. Whd knoivs vtherd t
and the adrenaline rushes through younatter what color we were, our ethnic | might have been on 9/11/01 other-
You know you have to go down. The background, or the fact that mostofusvi se? Everything i s
first five flights or so go quickly. After di dndét even know @lalchl okhew.i Sotmeat
that, bottlenecking slows us. The darkwere slower than others and got sepato be thankful every day for everything
ness is the worst thing. The fear of fal+ated while merging with other floors. | haved because in a moment, it could
ling into the person in front of you andBut no one was going to be left behindbe gone.
having people falling down the stairs i8Ve still held on to each other asif we  Oh, the mink coat.| never put it on
awful. We hang on to each other for were best friends. again. | sold it the following winter.
support. | donot ewdrn eknawhwhe,| Iwag @arf trowh, tErberfiuntdef 9
holding onto. |t ahymdre dhe pavecuitkened.thefur- | W&e: Karen has been diagnosed
wanted to reach the bottom floor and ther down we went. Visibility and ef-  with a torn quad tendon suffered in a
know | was safe. forts to breathe, without inhaling too  fall and is facing surgery.

Winning has always meant much to me, but winning friends has meant thé Baisé Didrikson Zaharias 3
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) ) What 6s Ahead for
UMW Gives/Receives Honors, Awards March 29 is Children's Sunday.

The January meeting of the United Methodist Women was a memorabl¢  This is a time when the children get to

one. Officers for 2009 were installed and special awards presented. fill the positions of Big Church. They love
The unit was honored to receive the outstanding Five Star Award from { Serving the grown ups by being ushers
district for completing the five areas of giving to missions. and greeters, and by reading the Bible

Ruth Fitzwater received the 2008 Mission Recognition Award for her m; verses and leading the singing.
years of dedication and service to the United Methodist Unit. Ruth has be¢  It's a wonderful way to show them how
member since moving to Ridge Manor in 1983 and has been active servin the adults serve the Lord.
treasurer, reading program chairperson, and membership secretary. We h  April 11 is our Annual Easter Egg
been blessed to have Ruth in our unit, and we appreciate her. Hunt. No explanation needed on this one.
Certificate of Recognition was presented to Pam Blomberg, Halla Scott|  April 19 will be the next Children's
Ruth Fitzwater, Louise Gerheauser, and Pauline Miller, for completing Pla| Play. "Breaking News! First the tomb is

of the Reading Program for 2007. empty, now Jesus sightings."Diane i
Pauline Miller, will serve a second year as president, with Jan Poulton¢Beut he, chil drenods n

vice president. Joann Schellhase is the new treasurer, and Halla Scott, secre- _

tary. Meditate.

Live purely. Be quiet.
Do your work with mastery.
Like the moon, come out
from behind the clouds!

Thanks was given to Louise Gerheauser and all who helped at the Christ-
mas Open House at the parsonage. Tiyanknotes were read from all eight
charities that received $150 from our unit this past December. Jan Poulton pre-

sented a Pledge Service for the New Year 2009. Shine
Next meeting is Wednesday, Feb. 4, at 12:30 p.m. Pauline Miller is hostess. & Buddha
We invite all women in the church to join the fellowship, and bring a friend! (See Page 2, Pastoghine! For your
d Pauline Miller, UMW president light has indeed come

Seth Returns Home Filled With Enthusiasm for Discipleship

Not many months ago, Seth In the daily routine, without any ex- shared the results Dec. 28. With an
Mc Cartybs famil y, pectatienlofugekat thiggs ltappening, heasy stage presence, Seth gave his testi-
family, and friends, thought that he ran onto an opportunity of a lifetinde  mony, which included songs, and
was a troubled youth who had stum- to join a missionary youth group. It  prayer, as he joyfully expressed his
bled and lost his way. offered travel to places he had never commitment to serving God.

He had made new beénrandevhertswith thee otber yowng After the worship service, the family
come involved in a life totally different people, he would be ministeringto  reflected their feelings as they happily
from what he was used to, and one noyouths in need of spiritual guidance. posed for a photo together.
one knew of or expected. An unimaginable gift for Seth. He Truly, a moment to remember.

However, just when a feeling
of desperation had set in, a mira-
cle took place. Seth, who had
been a runaway, returned home a
second time and went back to
work. It was an uneasy time.

) Seth. at ease with life ENJOYING A FAMILY PHOTO i Back, Drew, Seth,
Seth and Pastor Debbie offer prayers. ’ Paul; front, Noah, Tye, Clay, Heather, and Victoria.

4 When you judge another, you do not define them, you define yo@iréédfyne Dyer



