
Ahoy, Mates, Alas! óWeôve Always Done It That Wayô 
 Sunday Services at the early Ridge Manor Community United Method-
ist  Church started at 10:15 a.m. Most of the other Protestant churches in 
Ridge Manor started at 10:30 a.m. This change was to enable our congre-
gation to get to Johnôs Steak House in Zephyrhills before the congrega-
tion at All Faithôs Church. (Johnôs Steak House was the only full service 

restaurant open for Sunday dinner in the entire area.) 

Fifty years! With the celebration 
of the churchôs 50 years Sept. 9 
(Page 12) comes a look at ñin the 
beginning.ò 
On Oct. 13, 1957, the churchôs 

ñvoyageò began with the first service 
in Ridge Manor being held in the 
store building adjacent to the Ridge 
Manor Realty Office. The Rev R. A. 
Alley, Methodist minister and super-
intendent of the Lakeland District, 
Florida Methodist Conference, was 
in charge of the service.  

Approximately 25 residents of 
Ridge Manor  met in the room ad-
joining Ridge Manor Realty Office 
on Nov. 19, 1957, to discuss the pos-
sibility of further establishing a com-
munity church.  

Rev. R. A. Alley and Dr. C. C. 
Holmes, executive secretary of 
church extension of the Florida 
Methodist Conference were in atten-
dance. C. A. Bonsor  made a motion 
that the newly formed church be 
named Ridge Manor Community 
Church, and that it be an affiliate 
church of the Methodist Church. The 
motion was seconded by Mrs. Ida 
Fritz and was carried by a unanimous 
vote. 

The church was chartered by 
Bishop John Branscomb on June 5, 
1958, and it was the first Protestant 

church in Ridge Manor. In the 1950s, 
Ridge Manor was made up primarily 
of retirees. The Methodist member-
ship, naturally, was mostly elderly. 
The area population increased, as did 
the number of churches, but the com-
munity and the church continued to 
be  made up mostly of retirees. 

If residents of Ridge Manor 
wanted a ñnight out,ò they had to go 
to  ñDead Cityò (Dade City). The 
citizens of Dade City apparently did 
not mind as they referred to the area 
to the north as Rich Manor. ðJohn 
Pearson, historian 
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       On Aug. 9, through Aug. 11, three 
leaders from our church made history.   

First mates of God our Captain, Lori 
Cunningham, Heather McCarty and Pas-
tor Debbie, gathered for the 2007 Leader-
ship Summit at Van Dyke United Meth-
odist Church in Tampa. Our three leaders 
were among 100,000 in North America 
participating in a mammoth equipping of 
key leaders from churches and secular 
organizations as well.  

Three days of sitting at the feet of 
world leaders such as the Rev. Bill Hy-
bels (pastor of Willow Creek Church in 
Illinois with a membership of 20,000+), 
Carly Fiorina (former 
CEO of Hewlett Packard 
and one of the foremost 
female leaders in corpo-
rate America), Michael 
Porter (Harvard business 
professor and world 

leader in the area of strategic planning), 
Gen. Colin Powell (former Secretary of 
State and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff), John Ortberg (beloved Christian 
author, psychologist and pastor), Richard 
Curtis (noted screenwriter, producer and 
director of films such as Notting Hill and 
the Mr. Bean series, as well as American 
Idol Gives Back), and former President 
Jimmy Carter (our 39th president and 
huge supporter of Habitat for Humanity) 
ð just to name a few!   

We learned about so many leadership 
principles and potential hazardsðit was 
simply amazing!  Some of the topics in-     

cluded:  A Vision to Die For, 
Tough Choices, Five Models of 
Transformational Leadership, 
Strategic Planning for Excellence, 
Powell Points for Effective Lead-
ership, A Leaderôs Greatest Fear,  
              ðContinued on Page 12  
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 W hen I was 13, my parents 
and I made a trip to Mary-

land to spend an extended Labor 
Day weekend with John and Diane 
Montani, lifelong friends of mom 
and dadôs.  The 
weekend was a 
ñsurpriseò for us, 
and we were only 
told how to pack 
but not where we 
were going. All 
we knew was that 
we were limited 
to one small bag 
each. It was excit-
ing! It was thought provoking! And, 
frankly, it was a bit scary. Unknown 
adventures can be that way since 
trust is the driving force when head-
ing into any endeavor ñblind.ò  
 After arriving at their Annapolis 
home and exchanging our customary 
embraces and pecks on the cheek, 
we pulled our tiny luggage like a 
little family of baby ducklings, 
loaded their vehicle and off we went 
ð adventure bound! Talking and 
laughing and catching up was fun as 
we drove, but momôs face quickly 
shifted to slight panic mode as we 
pulled into the Annapolis Marina 
and parked the vehicle. Hoping we 
were simply stopping to have lunch, 
mom inquired about our stop.  
 ñWell,ò Mr. Montani explained, 
ñWe will be spending four days to-
gether on our new sailboat. Sur-
prise!ò   
 Never have I seen the color drain 
from my motherôs face so quickly.  
A non-swimmer who does not even 
like the tub too full, my sweet 
mother, the one who also raised us to 
be gracious receivers when a guest is 
among others, turned to our host and 
said, ñWhat?ò  (It seemed all her 
senses shut down when she heard 
ñfour daysò and mention of a boat.)   
 As she stood motionless, dad and 
I were excitedly exclaiming, ñCool!  
Are you kidding me? Wow! This is 
amazing!ò  I think it was Mrs. Mon-
tani who attended to mom as dad and 

I, with childlike wonder, rushed off 
toward the sailboat to check it out 
and mom sprinted back toward the 
car with childlike fear. 
 With some strong persuasion, 
gentle counsel (and perhaps a mild 
sedative), mom boarded the 30-foot 
sailboat and put her life and the lives 
of those she loved into the hands of 
her lifelong friends (or at least her 
former ones). And off we went. I 
was a bit nervous at the start as well, 
lifejacket tightly fastened and white 
knuckles along the rail, but by day 
two, I sat along the edge, feet dan-
gling in the water as we rushed 
through the Chesapeake Bay, Cap-
tain Montani now nervously coaxing 
me away from the side.  Mom loos-
ened upéeventually (or at least the 
sedatives were not necessary any-
more). And we had the time of our 
lives. 
 Unknown adventures are like 
that. As people who like control and 
being ñin the know,ò entering un-
chartered waters brings with it a 
definite level of apprehensioné 
where are we heading?  What will 
the journey be like?  Is it safe? What 
if I do not like the trip? The destina-
tion? Those I am set to travel with?  
Can I trust the Captain? 
 Our church is stepping aboard a 
whole new chapter of adventure and 
travels into Godôs glorious unknown 
(to quote ñThe Great Adventureò 
VBS song from this summer.).  
Some of you may be like my dadða 
true seaman, ready and craving the 
unknown and the amazing adven-
ture. Others of you might be like me 
ð tenuous but more excited and ea-
ger than afraid of what is ahead of 
us.   
 And still others of you may be 
like my sweet momðheel mark in 
the sandy parking lot of the marina, 
Valium and a very reluctant spirit for 
the unknown and for the journey in 
general (but not really wanting to be 
left behind and missing out). We all 
handle new explorations differently, 
and we each come along in our own 

way. 
 My 
question 
for each 
of your 
today is:  
Do you trust our Captain?    
 As the Lord leads us into the 
unchartered waters of new ministry 
and Christian service, will you trust 
Him? Will you trust Him as He calls 
you to step up and serve, especially 
in areas that are completely new to 
you or out of your ñcomfort zone?ò  
Will you trust Him as we grow and 
need to expand in leadership, re-
sources and even building space?  
Will we trust Him as He lays a vi-
sion and mission before us to do not 
just ñgoodò things in His name but 
ñgreatò and risky ministry in His 
name? The call into the glorious un-
known is before you and the Captain 
is calling, ñAll aboard.ò My prayer is 
that you are ready and willing to set 
sail because we need you and so 
does He. 
 ñTrust in the Lord with all your 
heart. Lean not to your own under-
standing. But in all your ways ac-
knowledge Him and He will direct 
your paths.ò (Proverbs 3:5-6)  When 
you cannot see Godôs handétrust 
His heart!   ðPastor Debbie 
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Summer Sailing Statistics  

 
2007 Summer Worship Attendance 

June: 96; July: 88; August: 87  
Total summer average:  91 

 This constitutes about a 10% 
increase from last summer. Excit-
ing news: We have not had to draw 
from our Reserve Fund to make it 
through the summer (which means 
we will likely not have to do so for 
the remainder of the year!!!).  
 Praise God, from whom all 
blessings flow, and thank you for 
your prayerful consideration in 
your personal giving and those who 
took the tithing challenge!   
 Weôre on our way! 

The Ever -
Glorious, 

Sometimes 
Notorious or 

Seemingly 
Laboriousé

Unknown. 



Amid the Tears  ñ  a Journey of Hope and Faith in Whatõs Ahead 
 What does it mean for you to be 

a Christian? 
 To me, Christianity is all about 

hope; knowing that I'll never be 

alone, that someone loves me no 

matter the circumstance. Whatever I 

may go through, I know the power 

of God can overcome anything, And 

that His love is way more than 

enough. 
 There's such a peace in my heart 
when I think that the Lord, the 
maker of the heavens and the Earth, 

the one who walked 
on water, the author 
of every life, loves 
me enough to listen 
to every prayer of 
mine, sees every one 
of my tears, watches 
over my family, and 
calls me "friend.ò His 
love is hope, and his 
hope gives me 

strength in every situation. 
 Jeremiah 29:11-13 says, "For I 

know the plans I have for you." De-

clares the Lord, "Plans to prosper 

you, and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future. Then 

you will come and pray to me, and I 

will listen to you. You will seek me 

and find me when you seek me with 

all your heart." 

 In my life, I've learned hope 

through practice. At a young age, I 

knew God had his plans for me. 

Even though I lost my mother to her 

drug addictions when I was six, and 

I saw divorce at seven; even though 

I didn't understand why we had to 

leave; and even though I had to 

move real far away, I had a daddy, 

and a set of grandparents who loved 

me enough to show me a real love, 

agape. It led me to a tiny church in 

Ridge Manor, with a congregation of 

15. Little did I know God would 

show me what it really meant to be a 

Christian, with the help of a new 

pastor, and a church family that is 

anything but ordinary. 

 Today, I am 17 years old, and 

though I'm not a baby Christian any-

more, every day with Jesus is 

sweeter than the day before. I've 

grown to have faith in God, and my 

life is in His hands. This is what 

Christianity means to me. Hope is an 

anchor for the soul, firm and secure. 

Hebrews 6: 19-20 

 As far as teenagers go, we tend to 

put all these "hopes" in things we 

just can't depend on. Like money, 

relationships with the opposite sex, 

idols, friends, even family. The 

problem with all that is we can't de-

pend on material things and other 

humans to make us happy or to be 

perfect. In the end, all of these will 

disappoint us and leave us empty- 

handed. God, however, is perfect in 

every way, and will never leave you. 

His love can heal every hurt, and 

mend every wound. With him, we 

have the hope of eternity. 

 Who helped you find Jesus? 

     So many people made me the 

Christian I am today. Without most 

of them, I'd be unfamiliar with the 

second commandment. Some of 

them taught me in a unique way, and 

others just said, "Jesus loves ya, 

kid." 

 From just saying those words, or 

because of their actions, blessings 

are bestowed on each one, because 

they brought me closer to God. First, 

my family. I have a grandfather who 

has shown me not only that it really 

is okay to cry, but also the impor-

tance of daily devotion, true cour-

age, and what it means to be strong 

in the face of fear, and not to worry. 

I have a grandmother who has faith 

that makes you think twice, and in-

tegrity and love that are an example 

for any young woman to follow. I 

have a father who is not only my 

hero but my friend. He has shown 

me the value of all of God's crea-

tions, all the way down to the bugs. I 

have a brother who spreads humor 

everywhere he goes and, in light of 

everything, can always make me 

smile. Last, I have a mother who has 

taught me to be thankful for every-

thing I have and not to take chances 

that could jeopardize that. 

  Everyone in this church has sup-

ported and encouraged me and 

helped me become the Christian I 

am today. I have a neighbor who 

lives in a pink house and is always 

there for me. Whether it's to make 

moon pies or lend an ear. There are 

three sisters who have shown me the 

importance of family. There's a 

horse lover who inspired me to work 

with children. There's a set of twins 

that reveal the innocence of a child 

and whose blue eyes are enough to 

melt my heart. And I have a pastor 

who has taken the time to give her 

life as an example to me in every 

way, to show me what it truly means 

to be a woman of God. Everyone in 

this church has shown me that we 

are the body of Christ, and I am so 

thankful for that. 

  And then there are those I've 

lost, whose lives alone were shining 

examples to live by. Some are Mar-

guerite Lotz, JD Locke, and Blanche 

Wells. These people gave me memo-

ries that I'll have forever. 

 Who do you hope to disciple in  

your life? 

 In my life, I want to disciple the 

hurting, the poor, and the sick ð the 

people who feel all hope is gone and 

that no one cares about them. 

 The news of Jesus to these people 

is exciting, new, and it is hope to 

them also. I want to lead them to 

Jesus, to show them there is a God 

who loves them and will take them 

as they are, and I want to give these 

people the greatest gift of all. 

 It's my passion, and nothing 

would excite me more than to see 

them overcome whatever circum-

stance there may be ð to put their 

faith in the Lord. ðAlicia Miller 
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Alicia Miller gave a teenagerôs 
point of view at a moving 

Sunday service that focused on 
different generations. 

Alicia   



 Oh wad some power the Giftee gie us, to see ourselves as others see us!  ðRobert Burns 

 The extra lot lo-
cated on the west side 
of the church has been 
titled with the existing 
property line, thanks 
to Trustee Grady Cunningham. 
 This project was one item among  
several the Board of Trustees han-
dled at its August meeting after 
Grady, chairman, called the meeting 
to order and Pastor Debbie opened 
with prayer.  
 Discussion and action included 
the following items. The playground 
needed some minor adjustments to  

make it more stable, 
and Grady has com-
pleted this work. The 
ice maker in the 
kitchen needs to be 

installed, and Arnie Koranda will 
take care of it. The garbage disposal 
in the parsonage needs replacing. 
Bill Miller and Ron Ritz will work 
on it.  
 Darin Defilippo will make a chart 
for securing the building. Everyone 
who uses the building will be re-
sponsible for securing the building 
after use and signing the chart. Trus-

tees noted doors have been left 
unlocked much too often.  
 Lights for the new signs are be- 
ing worked on. A doorbell is needed 
for the church doors, as it is not pos-
sible to hear people knocking when 
you are in the back of the building. 
The kitchen needs to be organized. 
Plastic tubs will be used to store 
food. 
 The church has a space issue, and 
plans were discussed on how we can 
make better use of the building.  
       -ïPauline Miller, trustee 

 The United Methodist Women 
will meet on Wednesday, Oct. 3, in 
the Fellowship Hall at 12:30 p.m. All 
women in the church are welcome to  
come and join the fellowship.  
 What is the purpose of the United 
Methodist Women? It is a commu-
nity of women whose ñPurpose is to 
know God and to experience free-
dom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative suppor-
tive fellowship, and to expand the 
concepts of mission through 

participation in the global ministries 
of the church.ò We give to missions 
locally and throughout the world.  
 Halla Scott has the October 
program, which will be "Lord be 
Glorified.�´����Ruth Fitzwater is the 
hostess, and coffee and dessert will 
be served before the meeting.  

Plans will be finalized for our 
"Flea Market" on Saturday, Nov. 3. 
Donations are greatly appreciated. 
See Ruth Fitzwater, Pauline Miller, 
Pam Blomberg, or Louise Ger-

heauser for more 
information. 
Monies received from the Flea 
Market will go toward local 
missions. We need your support to 
make this successful.  
 The women meet the first 
Wednesday of the month October 
through May, and our meetings are 
open to all. You don't need to be a 
member of the church to join, so 
invite your friends to come.  
ðPauline Miller, president 

 This boat only floats under severe 
conditions. Sure we all think of hur-
ricanes but there's more under the 
waterline than meets the eye. Torna-
dos, lightening strikes, chemical 
spills, nuclear melt downs, these are 
also disasters. Do you have any idea 
how much toxic stuff goes by us 
every day on 18 wheelers or the train 
that runs parallel to us on 301? 
 This isn't just another committee 
asking for volunteers, this is a new 
ministry for our church. Yes, our 
first priority is to secure the church 
and parsonage in an emergency, but 
there's more to us than taking a tree  
limb off  the roof.  
 Our second priority is taking care 
of our church family. We have two 
members who are CERT certified. 
They have had extensive training 

and can help anywhere but they have 
chosen to remain at our church until 
everyone here is taken care of. 
 We have available an Assistance 
Request Form which you can fill out. 
You can request help preparing for a 
hurricane or we can help you after-
wards with your property whether 
you are in town or not. We will be in 
contact with you at all times so you 
are never alone in any situation.  
We are the family of God. 
 Remember the Titanic was built 
by professionals; Noah built the ark. 
God doesn't call the equipped; he 
equips the called. So sign up on 
God's team and help our church fam-
ily in a time of need. No special 
skills required, just a willing heart.  
If you physically can't help pick up  
debris you can man phones to keep  

in touch with people and answer 
questions. 
 For more information speak with 
Arnie Koranda or Judy Lindsey. 
     ðDiane Beuthe, team member 

Disaster Response Team Says S.O.S. for Everyoneõs Safety  

Church Growth Keeping Board of Trustees Steady on Course  

UMW Accepts Challenge of Global Ministries  

Cubpack Starting Up  
 Cubpack 406 is resuming its 
weekly meetings in the Fellowship 
Hall. The Cubs meet every Mon-
day at 7 p.m. Boys ages 6 through 
10 are welcome to join in the fun. 
Wayne Milligan is cubmaster.  
 The cubs will have a round-up 
at the Eastside school in Septem-
ber. The cubs have been active 
during the summer, they spon-
sored a clean-up day for the 
church in June, and a camping trip 
was held in July. See Pauline 
Miller for more information. 
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óSteady as she goes, 

Mr. Christian.ô 

(Mutiny on the Bounty) 


