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Purpose:
To build a warm and welcoming
church family where the wounded
weary and wondering are becoming
transformed followers of Jesus Chrigt.
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Donodot Be L

The church directory is
being finalized, according to
Coordinators Pam Blomberg

and Jackie Rupert.

Members and attendees

will be included. Informa-
tion should be turned in
immediately.

Help Save A Life

A fellow member, Richard
Morgan, is waiting for a kidney
to save his life, and donations
can be made to NFT Florida
Kidney Fund, P.O. Box 2144,
Dade City 335
honor of Richa

Richard and his parents,
James and Jan Morgan, are
feeling the urgency for his
physical and financial needs.

The church is asking every-
one to pray and support all the
fundraising efforts.

Woul dndét it
il hel ped savle
and helped meet the needs fo
his survival
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Summer Brings Focus on Community
Exciting Events Promise Something for All

A few hours at the ball park started o
a season of Firstfruits tithing and reachi
out to the community.

The outreach continues with music,
movies, vacation bible school, and nu-
merous activities in between.

iHave We Got S

dcould be the ch

It all started with the church making i
a big day Saturday, May 2, at the Ridgef
Manor Park. ‘

In a surprise ministry, volunteers
pounced on the park and carried the bal

a

| e

stand. Besides helping in the kitchen and atPastor Debbie joins
the window, others mingled arourdl giv- the happy Gator
ing out free concession tickets. coaches and play-
With a colorful poster display featuring ers who enjoyed
the church and its activities, the game the special atten-
crowds learned the why of what was happertion teams and

ing. families received

AReaching out i n J enghigwddan a
practical way, 0 Pastor Debbi e sai d, Nt ur |
out to be fun for al | Referrimgad thebalpark event, Outreach

A shorthanded concession stand worker T r i b a | Leader Shannon
said nothing like this had ever happened at wi | | explain our tith
the park, and she certainly appreciated the offering and our outreach within the commu-
relief provided. Those receiving free tickets ni t y . 0
éNgIcomFr\dr%hée rlya t8 @e sﬁapdﬁ for food and  See inside pages for details of future

}? events:couples night out, movies, dinners
he en(flre 8ay came about with the use Vacation Bible School, exciting youth
of the FirstFruits of tithing. Finance commit- pool parties, music, and bowling, etc.
tee member Lori Cunningham explained, With the imagination, enthusiasm, and
energy of the pastor, staff and volunteers,
"Firstfruits Church Tithe ... In His Word, other events may be coming.
God tells us that we are to give the first The fall Pumpkin Patch is a major event,
fruits of our labor back to God in joy and but no one will be surprised that other things,
tl%r;mk Vi pur ?h rchlgs eécw-:‘d to followsuch as the recent Magic Show, will pop up
Q&NQ% éo ercefnt of our first during the summer months.
o] erlng eac mont and using it to be a
blessing beyond our four walls."

Did someone mention a Blueberry Pan-
cake Breakfast?
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Tithe and Surprisingly (?) Blessings Will Follow

haeb uBnl deasnsceed floirf ee,voery go
You are the only person who can decide the
Pl evel of giving that ¢
Jllc yowandithe aptiritof God.d e abou't
How do you become a cheerful giver? God
. must do a work in your heart. Morris admits we
{ are human and it is in our nature to be selfish. He
W tells the following story.
God Has Plans for Every Gift
He and his wiféd who over the years have

Robert Morris, in hi
has interesting observations | want to share wit
you. Finance Team Member Lori Cunningham
excerpted parts that
money and the blessings it can bring.

Did you know that there are 500 verses in the
Bible concerning prayer and nearly 500 concerng#
faith, but more than 2,000 verses on the subjecte_ "%
money and possessions? g B 5 3

Jesus talked about money in 16 of his 38 par-3,o NE'Y 5

IS A

ables. Why? Because money is actually a test frgfiine, eeling deen very generous givers and have in turn been
God. How you handle it reveals volumes about passes the collection greatly blessed financialy had been going
your priorities, loyalties and affections. plate on chi MG gReriglwhere they gave away many,
We are to give our first fruits offeringy our many vehicles. At'one point, he said, someone
tithesd before we see the blessing of God. We give itin Who knew of this, gave them a vehicle and asked him to give
faith. This shows the condition of our heart. it for them anonymously to a certain family.
Blessings Come to Those Who . . . They transferred the title to his ministry and as he was de-

Morris says lack of financial prosperity is not an accept- livering the car, iFs engine went out. H_e had the_car towed to
able excuse for not tithing. Morris makes this observation: @ garage and paid to have a new engine put in it.
AWithout exception, tither s!recalgoingglitlgsamplajnipgagdgymbling fothg G o
bl essed me. o They all givel@h@é akayli mohgt t hatWEDHdS § ¥ |
them. In contrast, every ndither | have ever spoken with ~ gine have gone out just a few days earlier when those people
gives this testimony: dl c$dihhgdthegadropafey dayglater afterjf was gelivered

Morrisodos book gives test ilebepgoplewhe were gqing todrivedsd Why digifgo gup

and others who tithe and live a life of generous givinghavd " t he three days it was in
been blessed in return, with their incomes doubling and mul- He said he remembers the Lord speaking clearly to him.
tiplying over and over. He explains that God will make suré’ | Pl anned it that way, son.

resources make their way to those who have shown they aPe€ F son who was giving the c;

good stewards and generous givers even when they are né& N d the f_ a m_i 'y who was recei
financially secure. God expects those he blesses to give eViye blessed you financially. You had the money, and

more lavishly as incomes increase and how weigifaith, Y ouodve acknowl edged that it
shows him our heart. If we are good stewards over little, then” chestrated these details |
we will be good stewards over much. ) Then Morris said the Lord said something else to him,
Motives for Giving Must Be Thankfulness n S on, you should lf e grateful
Morris is quick to point out that to receive the blessing €1 @l 1’y and that 1o6ve blesse;
our motives for giving have to be thankfulness forall God @ Neéw engine in the vehicle

has given us and a desire ?r?]g of peing ;'f‘ Rlefsingie AhsTPeoRlR, -can ceftgingy direct

os e esour ces to someone l

life of faith. > , . .

He says we must remember that although we have workedMOrTis said he repented and got his heart right again.
hard, it has been Godés bl essi ﬁlpngQ,Wllornganequlfwagt that ha
duced anything good. He also tells the story of

AAnd you shall remember tSRehaiifdheydnhesitgd$S miljos or weng S million Igt-g

His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this But he says what makes the

d a y Det.8:18 giving 10 percent of their income now they will give 20 per-
Paul gives us guidelines for giving in 2 Corinthians8:6 ¢ ent of a windfall to God?
ABut this, | say: He who haeRlestyleftpyerforthemsevesyi | | al so re

sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bounti- But the heart of stewardsh

fully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, noth oW, | 6m going to honor God

grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. P€r cent (or whatever the Spi
you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have afnore, Morris says.

2 iGratitude I s not only the greaGcerct of virtues,
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Songs and
Memories

What hymn is your favor-
ite for the memories and
fond thoughts it brings?

Each morning on my way to work,
| thank the Lord for the day ahead of
me, and for whatever he gives me |
will accept. | also let him know, that |
am his servant and will work for Him

6Foll ow my footsteps j uldt 9d

One day | had asked Him if he would of people. Recently He sent me two
show me how to find lost children. sentences. "Follow my footsteps just
What | had meant, was the children one day at a time. Every mountain you
that wer e abduct ecdmeto, Hel helpeyaurotclimb.h e
children that need to understand Him | was waiting for more and it never
and find the Lord. came. A week went by, and | thought
That didn't hit me right away, be- it was strange, that was all He had

cause at first, | wondered why He did- given me. Then as | thought about it, |

the way that He expects me to. | want "'t show me how to find the lost chil-  thought that it was the perfect mes-

Him to know that if | goof up along
the way, | want Him to tap me on the

shoulder and let me know. More timesHim.

then | can count, He does.

He sends me songs or messages,
mostly songs thouglshort yet mean-
ingful, for someone in need. In my
case it is for the children.

dren ... Then one day it hit me! It was sage.

His lost children that needed to find If we just try to walk with Him one

day at a time, it makes it easier then to
The only thing was, | had to share try to climb any mountain that we

His message. Well, I'll tell you, now | come to that He will help us to climb.

know how the disciples felt. NomatterT hat 6 s answer that

how much | didn't want to do it, He  out to Him.

would not send me another message, Taking the baby steps one step at a

He sends them to me as He speaksuntil the one He had sent to me was time helps us to reach out to Him
So the only thing | change is the "I" to Shared. That was and is a hard thing without losing sight of what we are

"He." | guess if | said "I" people might for me to do.

think that it was how | feel and not
how He feels.

aiming for. 8 Penny Golding

People may not understand, but if I Note: Nearly everyone has a favor-

reach one lost soul, itis worth my jte hymn and story that can be shared.
feeling humiliated in front of a bunch contributions are welcomed.

looking elegant
for the
Homecoming
Dance.

Eighteen at the time,
this good -looking
young man
is pictured in his
high-school yearbook.

Who are they?
Check Page 13.

Gary and Cheryl Wed

Through tears of joy and radiant smiles,
Gary Oakley and Cheryl Arcuri were united in
marriage April 4 at the home of Mark and
Mary Beth Brink in Ocoee.

The beautiful bride, dark hair swept up
with dainty white flowers matching her white
spaghettistrap dress, seemed to float over the

grass.

Gary, Cheryl 6s soul mat e, as she
him, beamed with pride. Jake and Maggie

Cunningham sang AJesus Loves Me, 0

theran minister was fabulous and the garden
setting ideal. A reception followed at the home of Warren and Lee Lom-
bardy in Winter Garden.

We pray their life together will be as blessed and beautiful as the day
they were united in marriagé. Pam Blomberg

| Can See Clearly Now, the Brush Is Gone!
If you look to the west of our sanctuary, you may feel the desire to sing
t hat old 70'"s song, il Can See CI
Our property between us and the Community Center is being cleared
for a new Prayer Walking Trail. Our Men's Fellowship Tribe caught the
vision (and put forward a chunk of the tab) for the clearing of the property.
W

So keep an eye on that | and as
gonna be a bright, bright, sishiny day" when that project is completed!
0 Pastor Debbie
wi || never c¢ @&WMaldoimé&gpbesvi t h the demand



